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CONDITIONS FOR USE OF TRANSCRIPTS: 

This document is intended to provide a timely reference for interested parties who are unable to attend the 

event to which it refers.  Some portions are based on transcripts of proceedings and others consist of text 

submitted by speakers or authors, and are clearly marked as such.  As such, apart from where it is indicated 

that the text was supplied by the speaker, it has not been possible for the transcript to be checked by speakers 

and so this portion of the document does not represent a formal record of proceedings.  Despite best 

endeavours by Westminster Forum Projects and its suppliers to ensure accuracy, text based on transcription 

may contain errors which could alter the intended meaning of any portion of the reported content.  Anyone 

who intends to publicly use or refer to any text based on the transcript should make clear that speakers have 

not had the opportunity for any corrections, or check first with the speaker in question.  If in doubt please 

contact the forum first. 



Policy Forum for Wales Keynote Seminar: Next steps for Welsh infrastructure 1
st

 July 2013 

    

© Policy Forum for Wales Important: note conditions of use on front page Page 2 

Contents  
 

About this Publication 3 
 

Agenda        4    
 

Session Chair’s opening remarks 

Nick Ramsay AM, Shadow Minister for Business, Enterprise & Technology, Welsh Conservatives (transcript) 6 

 

Focusing on growth: the role of infrastructure development in Wales 

Rt Hon David Jones MP, Secretary of State for Wales (transcript) 7 

Questions and comments from the floor (transcript) 10 
 

City Regions and Enterprise zones 

Dr Elizabeth Haywood, Chair, City Regions Task and Finish Group and Partner, Haywood Hain (transcript) 12 

Askar Sheibani, Vice-Chair, Deeside Enterprise Zone Board and Group President and Chief Executive Officer,  

Comtek Network Systems (UK) (transcript) 14 

Gareth Clubb, Director, Friends of the Earth Cymru (transcript) 16 

Eifion Bowen, Head of Planning, Carmarthenshire County Council (transcript) 17 

Questions and comments from the floor (transcript) 18 
 

The next steps for infrastructure policy 

Jane Hutt AM, Minister for Finance and Leader of the House, Welsh Government (transcript) 26 

Questions and comments from the floor (transcript) 30 
 

Session Chair’s closing remarks 

Nick Ramsay AM, Shadow Minister for Business, Enterprise & Technology, Welsh Conservatives (transcript) 33 
 

Session Chair’s opening remarks 

Eluned Parrott AM, Shadow Minister for Business, Enterprise, Transport and Europe,  

Welsh Liberal Democrats (transcript) 34 
 

Priorities for Welsh infrastructure 

Mike Bagshaw, Commercial Director, Arriva Trains Wales (transcript) 35 

Darren James, Managing Director, Infrastructure, Costain (transcript) 37 

Ann Beynon, Director, Wales, BT Group (transcript) 39 

Questions and comments from the floor (transcript) 41 
 

Funding infrastructure projects and encouraging inward investment 

Professor Colin Riordan, President and Vice-Chancellor, Cardiff University and Chair, UK Higher Education International 

Unit (UKHEIU) (transcript) 50 

Questions and comments from the floor (transcript) 52 

Gronw Percy, Assistant Director, PwC (transcript) 53 

Mark Barry, Consultant, M&G Barry Consulting and Author, A Metro for Wales’ Capital City Region (transcript) 55 

Louise Minford, Representative for Wales, Infrastructure UK, HM Treasury (transcript) 57 

Graham Morgan, Director, South Wales Chamber of Commerce (transcript) 59 

Sasha Davies, Strategic Director (Economy & Place), Conwy County Borough Council and European Adviser, Welsh Local 

Government Association (WLGA) (transcript) 61 

Questions and comments from the floor (transcript) 63 
 

Session Chair’s and Policy Forum for Wales closing remarks 

Eluned Parrott AM, Shadow Minister for Business, Enterprise, Transport and Europe,  

Welsh Liberal Democrats (transcript) 67 

Peter van Gelder, Director, Policy Forum for Wales (transcript) 68 

 

Comments 

Rowland Pittard, Secretary Railfuture Wales, Former lecturer in Transport Studies   69 
 

List of Delegates Registered for Seminar 70 
 

Contributor Biographies 78 
 

About the Exhibitor  82

 

  



Policy Forum for Wales Keynote Seminar: Next steps for Welsh infrastructure 1
st

 July 2013 

    

© Policy Forum for Wales Important: note conditions of use on front page Page 3 

About this Publication 
 

This publication reflects proceedings at the Policy Forum for Wales Keynote Seminar: Next steps for Welsh 

infrastructure held on 1
st

 July 2013.  The views expressed in the articles are those of the named authors, not 

those of the Forum or the sponsors, apart from their own articles. 

 

Although Policy Forum for Wales is grateful to all sponsors for the funding on which we depend, participation 

in events and publications is never conditional on being a sponsor. As well as funding ongoing operations, 

sponsorship enables the Forum to distribute complimentary copies of publications, and offer complimentary 

tickets for events, to Government ministers, parliamentarians and officials most involved in policy. 

 

This publication is copyright.  Its copying, in whole or in part, is not permitted without the prior written 

consent of the publishers.  However, extracts of the text may be reproduced for academic or review purposes, 

subject to the conditions of use outlined in the previous page, providing they are accurate, are not used in a 

misleading context and the author, their organisation and the Policy Forum for Wales are acknowledged.  We 

would also appreciate being informed. 

 

 

Policy Forum for Wales 

4 Bracknell Beeches 

Old Bracknell Lane West 

Bracknell  

Berkshire RG12 7BW  

 

T: 01344 864796 

F: 01344 420121 

publications@westminsterforumprojects.co.uk 

 

Directors 

Peter van Gelder 

Chris Whitehouse 


