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event to which it refers. Some portions are based on transcripts of proceedings and others consist of text 
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that the text was supplied by the speaker, it has not been possible for the transcript to be checked by speakers 
and so this portion of the document does not represent a formal record of proceedings. Despite best 
endeavours by Westminster Forum Projects and its suppliers to ensure accuracy, text based on transcription 
may contain errors which could alter the intended meaning of any portion of the reported content. Anyone 
who intends to publicly use or refer to any text based on the transcript should make clear that speakers have 
not had the opportunity for any corrections, or check first with the speaker in question. If in doubt, please 
contact the forum first. 



Westminster Business Forum Keynote Seminar:  
Growing the UK space economy - strategy, infrastructure and international collaboration 25th April 2017 

 

© Westminster Business Forum                             Important: note conditions of use on front page Page 2 

Contents  
 
About this Publication 3 
 
Agenda        4 
 
Session Chair’s opening remarks 
Patrick Grady MP (transcript) 6 
 
Priorities for the UK space economy - Earth observation, applications, exploration and regulation   
 
Priorities for developing the use of downstream applications - an industry perspective 
Julian McGougan, Head of Technology, techUK (transcript) 7 
 
Latest developments in export control and international regulation 
Joshua Fitzhugh, Vice President and Group Head of Export Controls, BAE Systems (transcript) 11 
 
Challenges and opportunities ahead for delivering future exploration programmes 
Mark Hempsell, President, British Interplanetary Society (transcript) 14 
 
The impact of new and emerging technologies on regulation 
Joanne Wheeler, Partner, Bird & Bird (transcript) 16 
 
Questions and comments from the floor (transcript) 19 
 
Session Chair’s closing remarks 
Patrick Grady MP (transcript) 27 
 
Session Chair’s opening remarks 
Derek Thomas MP, Member, Science and Technology Select Committee (transcript) 28 
 
Supporting space industry growth post-Brexit - trade, funding, workforce and investment 
Mike Lawton, Founder and Chief Executive Officer, Oxford Space Systems (transcript) 29 
Richard Peckham, Business Development Director (Space), Airbus Defence and Space (transcript) 32 
Professor Martin Barstow, Pro-Vice Chancellor, Strategic Science Projects, University of Leicester and 
Director, Leicester Institute of Space and Earth Observation (transcript) 36 
Mark Boggett, Chief Executive Officer, Seraphim Capital (transcript) 38 
Questions and comments from the floor (transcript) 41 
 
The future for European and UK collaboration and funding  
Dr Nick Appleyard, Head of Integrated Applications and Downstream Services, European Space Agency (transcript) 49 
Questions and comments from the floor (transcript) 54 
 
Session Chair’s and Westminster Business Forum closing remarks 
Derek Thomas MP, Member, Science and Technology Select Committee (transcript) 56 
Marc Gammon, Associate Editor, Westminster Business Forum (transcript) 57 
 
List of Delegates Registered for Seminar 58 
 
Contributor Biographies 63 
  
Please be advised that speakers’ PowerPoint presentations are included within the transcript itself, just beneath the relevant speaker’s text. Please note 

that not all speakers are able to grant permission for us to include their slides 



Westminster Business Forum Keynote Seminar:  
Growing the UK space economy - strategy, infrastructure and international collaboration 25th April 2017 

 

© Westminster Business Forum                             Important: note conditions of use on front page Page 3 
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