
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Next steps for the schools estate 
in England - refurbishment, new 

schools, funding and design 
innovation 

11th March 2019 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONDITIONS FOR USE OF TRANSCRIPTS: 
This document is intended to provide a timely reference for interested parties who are unable to attend the 
event to which it refers. Some portions are based on transcripts of proceedings and others consist of text 
submitted by speakers or authors, and are clearly marked as such. As such, apart from where it is indicated 
that the text was supplied by the speaker, it has not been possible for the transcript to be checked by speakers 
and so this portion of the document does not represent a formal record of proceedings. Despite best 
endeavours by Westminster Forum Projects and its suppliers to ensure accuracy, text based on transcription 
may contain errors which could alter the intended meaning of any portion of the reported content. Anyone 
who intends to publicly use or refer to any text based on the transcript should make clear that speakers have 
not had the opportunity for any corrections, or check first with the speaker in question. If in doubt please 
contact the forum first. 



Westminster Education Forum Keynote Seminar:   
Next steps for the schools estate in England - refurbishment, new schools, funding and design innovation 11th March 2019 

 

© Westminster Education Forum                              Important: note conditions of use on front page Page 2 

 

Contents  
 

About this Publication 3 
 

Agenda        4    
 

Session Chair’s opening remarks  
Roger Greer, Associate Producer, Westminster Education Forum (transcript) 5 
 

Refurbishing the schools estate: funding, developing a cost effective approach and assessing progress in the Priority 
School Building Programme 
Claire Jackson, Education Director, GallifordTry (transcript) 6 
Edward Thomas, Estates Director, Academy Transformation Trust (transcript) 8 
Marcus Orlovsky, Founder, Bryanston Square Foundation (transcript) 11 
Richard Slade, Headteacher, Plumcroft Primary School, London (transcript) 13 
Questions and comments from the floor (transcript) 15 
 

‘Funding school improvements from creative redevelopment of surplus school buildings and land’ 
Sue Corbett, Senior Development Manager, LocatED (transcript) 21, 24, 27 
David Shand, Head, Land Policy Team, Department for Education (transcript) 22 
Edward Thomas, Estates Director, Academy Transformation Trust (transcript) 26 
Questions and comments from the floor (transcript) 29 
 

Session Chair’s closing remarks 
Huw Merriman MP (text to be submitted by speaker) 34 
 

Session Chair’s opening remarks 
Steve McCabe MP, Member, House of Commons Work and Pensions Select Committee (transcript) 35 
 

Building new schools in England and meeting the demand for school places: land acquisition,  
meeting community needs and progress with the free schools programme 
Professor Alexi Marmot, Chair, Facility and Environment Management and Director,  
Bartlett Global Centre for Learning Environments, University College London (transcript) 36 
Paul Watkins, Framework Manager, ISG (transcript) 38 
John Godfrey, Delivery Programme Associate, New Schools Network (transcript) 40 
Ian Turner, Capital Projects Manager, Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea (transcript) 42 
Questions and comments from the floor with Guy Wheeler, Senior Development Manager, LocatED (transcript) 44 
 

Designing the next generation of school buildings 
Helen Taylor, Director of Practice, Scott Brownrigg (transcript) 50 
 

Maximising the potential of existing school estates and delivering high quality design: resource efficiency, 
effective teaching space and pupil well-being 
Gladys Marr, Partnership & Quality Manager, Space Zero (transcript) 53 
Nigel Deacon, Sales Director, Streetspace Group (transcript) 55 
Bob Mears, Managing Partner, OCN Offsite Consultancy Network and Member, Marketing Committee, Modular and 
Portable Building Association (transcript)  57 
Dr Chris Ingate, Principal, Birchwood High School, Hertfordshire (transcript) 59 
Bob Groome, Joint Branch and District Secretary, Norfolk and Eastern Regional Health and Safety Advisor, National 
Education Union and Member, Joint Union Asbestos Committee (transcript) 61 
Questions and comments from the floor with Helen Taylor, Director of Practice, Scott Brownrigg (transcript) 62 
 

‘Today’s challenges and tomorrow’s opportunities’ 
Rory Kennedy, Director of Capital, Department for Education (transcript) 66 
Questions and comments from the floor (transcript) 69 
 

Session Chair’s and Westminster Education Forum closing remarks 
Steve McCabe MP, Member, House of Commons Work and Pensions Select Committee (transcript) 73 
Roger Greer, Associate Producer, Westminster Education Forum (transcript) 74 
 

List of Delegates Registered for Seminar 75 
 

Contributor Biographies 79 
 

About the Core Sponsors of the Westminster Education Forum 83 
 

Please be advised that speakers’ PowerPoint presentations are included within the transcript itself, just beneath the relevant speaker’s text. Please note 
that not all speakers are able to grant permission for us to include their slides. 

https://www.linkedin.com/jobs/managing-partner-jobs?trk=pp_experience_title


Westminster Education Forum Keynote Seminar:   
Next steps for the schools estate in England - refurbishment, new schools, funding and design innovation 11th March 2019 

 

© Westminster Education Forum                              Important: note conditions of use on front page Page 3 

 

About this Publication 
 
This publication reflects proceedings at the Westminster Education Forum Keynote Seminar: Next steps for the 
schools estate in England - refurbishment, new schools, funding and design innovation on 11th March 2019.  
The views expressed in the articles are those of the named authors, not those of the Forum or the sponsors, 
apart from their own articles. 
 
Although Westminster Education Forum is grateful to all sponsors for the funding on which we depend, 
participation in events and publications is never conditional on being a sponsor. As well as funding ongoing 
operations, sponsorship enables the Forum to distribute complimentary copies of publications, and offer 
complimentary tickets for events, to Government ministers, parliamentarians and officials most involved in 
policy. 
 
This publication is copyright. Its copying, in whole or in part, is not permitted without the prior written consent 
of the publishers.  However, extracts of the text may be reproduced for academic or review purposes, subject 
to the conditions of use outlined in the previous page, providing they are accurate, are not used in a misleading 
context and the author, their organisation and the Westminster Education Forum are acknowledged.  We 
would also appreciate being informed. 
 
 
Westminster Education Forum 
UK Headquarters 
4 Bracknell Beeches 
Old Bracknell Lane West 
Bracknell  
Berkshire RG12 7BW  
 
T: 01344 864796 
F: 01344 420121 
publications@westminsterforumprojects.co.uk 
 
Directors 
Peter van Gelder 
Chris Whitehouse 

 


