WESTMINSTER ENERGY
ENVIRONMENT &
TRANSPORT FORUM

Rail services in the UK -
infrastructure, accountability
and meeting the needs of users
13" June 2019

CONDITIONS FOR USE OF TRANSCRIPTS:

This document is intended to provide a timely reference for interested parties who are unable to attend the
event to which it refers. Some portions are based on transcripts of proceedings and others consist of text
submitted by speakers or authors, and are clearly marked as such. As such, apart from where it is indicated
that the text was supplied by the speaker, it has not been possible for the transcript to be checked by speakers
and so this portion of the document does not represent a formal record of proceedings. Despite best
endeavours by Westminster Forum Projects and its suppliers to ensure accuracy, text based on transcription
may contain errors which could alter the intended meaning of any portion of the reported content. Anyone
who intends to publicly use or refer to any text based on the transcript should make clear that speakers have
not had the opportunity for any corrections, or check first with the speaker in question. If in doubt please
contact the forum first.




Westminster Energy, Environment & Transport Forum policy conference:
Rail services in the UK - infrastructure, accountability and meeting the needs of users 13" June 2019

Contents

About this Publication

Agenda

Session Chair’s opening remarks
Ronnie Cowan MP, SNP Spokesperson, Infrastructure and Member, House of Commons
Transport Select Committee (transcript)

‘Rail Review: developing and testing options for reforming the railway’

Tony Poulter, Non-Executive Board Member, Department for Transport and Member, Williams
Rail Review Expert Challenge Panel (transcript)

Questions and comments from the floor (transcript)

Case study: learning lessons from international models

Pierre Messulam, Vice President, Transilien, SNCF (transcript)

Alexander Renggli, Counsellor, Head of Economic, Finance, Science & Innovation, Embassy of
Switzerland in the United Kingdom (transcript)

Questions and comments from the floor (transcript)

Examining the priorities for rail users across passenger and freight service
Maggie Simpson, Director General, Rail Freight Group (transcript)

David Sidebottom, Transport User Director, Transport Focus (transcript)
Paul Hirst, Partner, Head of Transport, Addleshaw Goddard (transcript)
Questions and comments from the floor (transcript)

Session Chair’s closing remarks
Ronnie Cowan MP, SNP Spokesperson, Infrastructure and Member, House of Commons
Transport Select Committee (transcript)

Session Chair’s opening remarks
Ruth Cadbury MP, Co-Chair, All-Party Parliamentary Group on Heathrow Expansion (transcript)

14

17

20
23

25
27
29
31

36

37

Building a rail system to benefit rail users: financial sustainability, improving coordination between track and train, and

boosting performance

The future for the funding and requlation of rail services
Declan Collier, Chair, Office of Rail and Road (transcript)

Implementing a digital signalling system and further electrification on the lines
David Clarke, Technical Director, Railway Industry Association (transcript)

‘Improving coordination between track and train to deliver for customers and stakeholders’
Rich Fisher, Head of Western Alliance, Great Western Railway and Network Rail Western Route (transcript)

Questions and comments from the floor (transcript)

Priorities for developing a modern digital railway - data, investment and passenger experience
Sharon Lee, Associate Director, Programme and Project Management, Arup (transcript)

Neil Connor, Client Executive, Transport Operators, Fujitsu UK (transcript)

Questions and comments from the floor (transcript)

Delivering HS2 - remaining opportunities and challenges
Benjamin Rule, Director of Railway Operations, HS2 (transcript)
Questions and comments from the floor (transcript)

Session Chair’s and Westminster Energy, Environment & Transport Forum closing remarks
Ruth Cadbury MP, Co-Chair, All-Party Parliamentary Group on Heathrow Expansion (transcript)
Michael Ryan, Deputy Editor, Westminster Energy, Environment & Transport Forum (transcript)

List of Delegates Registered for Seminar

Contributor Biographies

About the Core Sponsors of the Westminster Energy, Environment & Transport Forum

38

41

44
47

53
55
57

60
63

67
68

69
74
77

Please be advised that speakers’ PowerPoint presentations are included within the transcript itself, just beneath the relevant speaker’s text. Please note

that not all speakers are able to grant permission for us to include their slides.

© Westminster Energy, Environment & Transport Forum Important: note conditions of use on front page Page 2



Westminster Energy, Environment & Transport Forum policy conference:
Rail services in the UK - infrastructure, accountability and meeting the needs of users 13" June 2019

About this Publication

This publication reflects proceedings at the Westminster Energy, Environment & Transport Forum policy
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June 2019. The views expressed in the articles are those of the named authors, not those of the Forum or the
sponsors, apart from their own articles.
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funding ongoing operations, sponsorship enables the Forum to distribute complimentary copies of
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