WESTMINSTER
LEGAL POLICY
FORUM

Diversity and inclusion in the
legal profession -
widening access, improving
workplace culture and assessing
new regulatory priorities
8" March 2018

CONDITIONS FOR USE OF TRANSCRIPTS:

This document is intended to provide a timely reference for interested parties who are unable to attend the
event to which it refers. Some portions are based on transcripts of proceedings and others consist of text
submitted by speakers or authors, and are clearly marked as such. As such, apart from where it is indicated
that the text was supplied by the speaker, it has not been possible for the transcript to be checked by speakers
and so this portion of the document does not represent a formal record of proceedings. Despite best
endeavours by Westminster Forum Projects and its suppliers to ensure accuracy, text based on transcription
may contain errors which could alter the intended meaning of any portion of the reported content. Anyone
who intends to publicly use or refer to any text based on the transcript should make clear that speakers have
not had the opportunity for any corrections, or check first with the speaker in question. If in doubt please
contact the forum first.




Westminster Legal Policy Forum Keynote Seminar: Diversity and inclusion in the legal profession - widening access,
improving workplace culture and assessing new regulatory priorities

Contents

About this Publication

Agenda

Session Chair’s opening remarks
Rehman Chishti MP (transcript)

The revised statutory guidance on diversity - priorities for ensuring improved outcomes
Jemima Coleman, Board Member, Legal Services Board (text submitted by speaker)

Encouraging a diverse workforce - next steps for implementing new guidance

Jane Malcolm, Executive Director, External Affairs, Solicitors Regulation Authority (transcript)
Amit Popat, Head of Equality and Access to Justice, Bar Standards Board (transcript)
Questions and comments from the floor (transcript)

8™ March2018

13
16
20

Access to the profession - latest thinking on education, recruitment practices and new pathways to qualification

Catherine Baksi, Freelance Legal Affairs Journalist and Author, Legal Hackette’s Brief (transcript)

Charlotte Hart, Graduate Recruitment and Development Manager, Mayer Brown International (transcript)

Elizabeth Duff, Head of Westminster Law School, University of Westminster (transcript)
Andrew Fairbairn, Chief Executive Officer and Founder, SEO London (transcript)
Questions and comments from the floor (transcript)

Session Chair’s closing remarks
Rehman Chishti MP (transcript)

Session Chair’s opening remarks
Baroness Deech (transcript)

Women in leadership in the law - latest findings on barriers and perceived obstacles
Christina Blacklaws, Vice President, The Law Society (transcript)
Questions and comments from the floor (transcript)

29
31
33
35
37

43

44

45
48

Developing inclusive workplace cultures and practices - working hours, career progression and staff well-being

Chris Edwards, CSR and Diversity Manager, Travers Smith (transcript)
Elizabeth Rimmer, Chief Executive, LawCare (transcript)

51
52

Rachel Spearing, Barrister, Serjeants’ Inn Chambers; Co-Founder & Chair, Wellbeing at the Bar Programme and

Director, Wellness for Law UK (text to be submitted by speaker)
Cordella Bart-Stewart, Director, Black Solicitors Network (transcript)

Improving diversity in the judiciary and magistracy

Rt Hon David Lammy MP, Author, Lammy Review: An independent review into the treatment of, and
outcomes for, Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic individuals in the criminal justice system (transcript)

Questions and comments from the floor (transcript)

Jane Hatton, Founder and Director, EvenBreak (transcript)
Questions and comments from the floor (transcript)

Session Chair’s and Westminster Legal Policy Forum closing remarks
Baroness Deech (transcript)
Marc Gammon, Associate Editor, Westminster Legal Policy Forum (transcript)

Press Links

List of Delegates Registered for Seminar

Contributor Biographies

54
55

57
61

65

67

69

70

71

72

78

Please be advised that speakers’ PowerPoint presentations are included within the transcript itself, just beneath the relevant speaker’s text. Please note

that not all speakers are able to grant permission for us to include their slides.

Westminster Legal Policy Forum Important: note conditions of use on front page

Page 2



Westminster Legal Policy Forum Keynote Seminar: Diversity and inclusion in the legal profession - widening access,
improving workplace culture and assessing new regulatory priorities 8™ March2018

About this Publication

This publication reflects proceedings at the Westminster Legal Policy Forum Keynote Seminar: Diversity and
inclusion in the legal profession - widening access, improving workplace culture and assessing new regulatory
priorities held on 8™ March 2018. The views expressed in the articles are those of the named authors, not
those of the Forum or the sponsors, apart from their own articles.

Although Westminster Legal Policy Forum is grateful to all sponsors for the funding on which we depend,
participation in events and publications is never conditional on being a sponsor. As well as funding ongoing
operations, sponsorship enables the Forum to distribute complimentary copies of publications, and offer
complimentary tickets for events, to Government ministers, parliamentarians and officials most involved in
policy.

This publication is copyright. Its copying, in whole or in part, is not permitted without the prior written consent
of the publishers. However, extracts of the text may be reproduced for academic or review purposes, subject
to the conditions of use outlined in the previous page, providing they are accurate, are not used in a
misleading context and the author, their organisation and the Westminster Legal Policy Forum are
acknowledged. We would also appreciate being informed.

Westminster Legal Policy Forum
UK Headquarters

4 Bracknell Beeches

Old Bracknell Lane West
Bracknell

Berkshire RG12 7BW

T:01344 864796
F: 01344 420121
publications@westminsterforumprojects.co.uk

Directors

Peter van Gelder
Chris Whitehouse

Westminster Legal Policy Forum Important: note conditions of use on front page Page 3



