
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Preparing for the national 

funding formula and 

implementing the  

School Admissions Code 

16
th

 January 2014 

 

 

 

 
CONDITIONS FOR USE OF TRANSCRIPTS: 

This document is intended to provide a timely reference for interested parties who are unable to attend the event to 

which it refers. Some portions are based on transcripts of proceedings and others consist of text submitted by speakers or 

authors, and are clearly marked as such. As such, apart from where it is indicated that the text was supplied by the 

speaker, it has not been possible for the transcript to be checked by speakers and so this portion of the document does 

not represent a formal record of proceedings. Despite best endeavours by Westminster Forum Projects and its suppliers 

to ensure accuracy, text based on transcription may contain errors which could alter the intended meaning of any portion 

of the reported content. Anyone who intends to publicly use or refer to any text based on the transcript should make 

clear that speakers have not had the opportunity for any corrections, or check first with the speaker in question. If in 

doubt please contact the forum first. 

 

 



Contents  
 

About this Publication 3 
 

Agenda    4    
  

Session Chair’s opening remarks 

Paul Dalgleish, Assistant Director, School Admissions and Organisation Division, Department for Education (transcript) 6 
 

Implementing the new School Admissions Code 

Dr Elizabeth Passmore, Chief Schools Adjudicator, Office of the Schools Adjudicator (transcript) 8 

Questions and comments from the floor (transcript) 12 
 

Putting the new Code into practice: the impact on pupils, parents and schools 

John Walker, Solicitor, J A Walker and Consultant, Nelsons (transcript) 15 

Paul Barber, Director, Catholic Education Service (transcript) 17 

Elizabeth Phillips, Executive Headteacher, The St. Marylebone Academies Trust (transcript) 19 

Councillor Ralph Berry, Lead Member for Children and Young People, Bradford Metropolitan District  

Council (transcript) 21 

Questions and comments from the floor (transcript) 23 
 

Session Chair’s closing remarks 

Paul Dalgleish, Assistant Director, School Admissions and Organisation Division, Department for Education (transcript) 32 
 

Session Chair’s opening remarks 

Robin Walker MP, Vice-Chair, All-Party Parliamentary Group on Education Governance and Leadership (transcript) 33 
 

Improving financial efficiency and decision-making in schools 

Kerry Brimfield, National SBM Advocate, National College for Teaching and Leadership and Head, Finance and Business 

Services, The Diocese of Gloucester Academies Trust (transcript) 34 

Stephen Morales, Executive Director, National Association of School Business Management (transcript) 36 

Kent Hadley, Lead Consultant, School Finance Consultancy (transcript) 38 

Questions and comments from the floor (transcript) 40 
 

School funding reform: preparing for a national funding formula  

Peter Lauener, Chief Executive, Education Funding Agency (transcript) 44 

Questions and comments from the floor (transcript) 48 
 

Fairness in school funding 

Luke Sibieta, Programme Director, Education Sector, Institute of Fiscal Studies (transcript) 52 

 

Changes to school funding: formulae, fairness and transparency 

Sam Ellis, Funding Specialist, ASCL (text submitted by speaker) 55 

Nilesh Jethwa, Head, Schools Finance, London Borough of Lambeth (transcript) 56 

Anwen Foy, Team Leader, Ethnic Minority and Traveller Achievement Service (EMTAS), 

Hampshire County Council (transcript) 58 

Dr Barbara Taylor, General Secretary, National Association for Small Schools (transcript) 60 

Questions and comments from the floor with Luke Sibieta, Programme Director, Education Sector, 

Institute of Fiscal Studies (transcript) 61 
 

Session Chair’s and Westminster Education Forum closing remarks 

Robin Walker MP, Vice-Chair, All-Party Parliamentary Group on Education Governance and Leadership (transcript) 66 

Sean Cudmore, Deputy Editor, Westminster Education Forum (transcript) 67 
 

List of Delegates Registered for Seminar 68 
 

Contributor Biographies                                                                                                                                                         72 
 

About the Core Sponsor of the Westminster Education Forum                                                                                         75



About this Publication 

 

This publication reflects proceedings at the Westminster Education Forum Keynote Seminar: Preparing for the 

national funding formula and implementing the School Admissions Code held on 16
th

 January 2014.  The views 

expressed in the articles are those of the named authors, not those of the Forum or the sponsors, apart from 

their own articles. 

 

Although Westminster Education Forum is grateful to all sponsors for the funding on which we depend, 

participation in events and publications is never conditional on being a sponsor. As well as funding ongoing 

operations, sponsorship enables the Forum to distribute complimentary copies of publications, and offer 

complimentary tickets for events, to Government ministers, parliamentarians and officials most involved in 

policy. 

 

This publication is copyright.  Its copying, in whole or in part, is not permitted without the prior written 

consent of the publishers.  However, extracts of the text may be reproduced for academic or review purposes, 

subject to the conditions of use outlined in the previous page, providing they are accurate, are not used in a 

misleading context and the author, their organisation and the Westminster Education Forum are 

acknowledged.  We would also appreciate being informed. 
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