WESTMINSTER
LEGAL POLICY
FORUM

Family justice - next steps for
reform and modernisation
16" July 2013

CONDITIONS FOR USE OF TRANSCRIPTS:

This document is intended to provide a timely reference for interested parties who are unable to attend the
event to which it refers. Some portions are based on transcripts of proceedings and others consist of text
submitted by speakers or authors, and are clearly marked as such. As such, apart from where it is indicated
that the text was supplied by the speaker, it has not been possible for the transcript to be checked by speakers
and so this portion of the document does not represent a formal record of proceedings. Despite best
endeavours by Westminster Forum Projects and its suppliers to ensure accuracy, text based on transcription
may contain errors which could alter the intended meaning of any portion of the reported content. Anyone
who intends to publicly use or refer to any text based on the transcript should make clear that speakers have
not had the opportunity for any corrections, or check first with the speaker in question. If in doubt please
contact the forum first.




Contents
About this Publication

Agenda

Session Chair’s opening remarks
Rt Hon the Baroness Butler-Sloss, Chairman, House of Lords Select Committee on Adoption Legislation (transcript)

Implementing the Family Justice Modernisation Programme - next steps
Lord Justice Ryder (transcript)
Questions and comments from the floor (transcript)

Championing the interests of children across family proceedings - priorities, aims and concerns amidst reform
Anthony Douglas, Chief Executive, Children and Family Court Advisory and Support Service (CAFCASS) (transcript)
Questions and comments from the floor (transcript)

Assessing changes to public law - case management, tackling delays and ensuring a “child-centred system”

Dorothy Simon, Head of People Team, Essex Legal Services, Essex County Council and Member, Children’s Law
Sub-Committee, Law Society (transcript)

Jennifer Bernard, Board Member, The College of Social Work (transcript)

Sarah Wellard, Director of Policy, Research and Communications, Grandparents Plus (transcript)

Stephen Matthews, Chairman of the Family Courts Committee, Magistrates’ Association (transcript)

Dr Judith Freedman, Consultant Psychiatrist, Portman Clinic and Convenor, The Consortium of Expert Witnesses to the
Family Courts (transcript)

Questions and comments from the floor (transcript)

Session Chair’s closing remarks
Rt Hon the Baroness Butler-Sloss, Chairman, House of Lords Select Committee on Adoption Legislation (transcript)

Session Chair’s opening remarks
Baroness Deech, Chair, Bar Standards Board (transcript)

Reforming private law - dispute resolution, enforcement and the future for shared parenting
Austin Chessell, Trustee, Families Need Fathers (transcript)

Jane Robey, Chief Executive Officer, National Family Mediation (transcript)

Emma Scott, Director, Rights of Women (transcript)

Nicholas Cusworth QC, Chairman, Family Law Bar Association (transcript)

Questions and comments from the floor (transcript)

Family Justice and the Children and Families Bill
Rt Hon Elfyn Liwyd MP, Member, Justice Committee (transcript)
Questions and comments from the floor (transcript)

Session Chair’s and Westminster Legal Policy Forum closing remarks
Baroness Deech, Chair, Bar Standards Board (transcript)
Marc Gammon, Producer, Westminster Legal Policy Forum (transcript)

Comment
Lady Lloyd Jones, Chair, Families Need Fathers Both Parents Matter Cymru

List of Delegates Registered for Seminar

Contributor Biographies

11

15
19

22
24
26
28

30

31

40

41

42
43
45
47
49

58
62

66

67

68

70

75



About this Publication

This publication reflects proceedings at the Westminster Legal Policy Forum Keynote Seminar: Family justice -
next steps for reform and modernisation held on 16™ July 2013. The views expressed in the articles are those
of the named authors, not those of the Forum or the sponsors, apart from their own articles.

Although Westminster Legal Policy Forum is grateful to all sponsors for the funding on which we depend,
participation in events and publications is never conditional on being a sponsor. As well as funding ongoing
operations, sponsorship enables the Forum to distribute complimentary copies of publications, and offer
complimentary tickets for events, to Government ministers, parliamentarians and officials most involved in

policy.

This publication is copyright. Its copying, in whole or in part, is not permitted without the prior written
consent of the publishers. However, extracts of the text may be reproduced for academic or review purposes,
subject to the conditions of use outlined in the previous page, providing they are accurate, are not used in a
misleading context and the author, their organisation and the Westminster Legal Policy Forum are
acknowledged. We would also appreciate being informed.
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