WESTMINSTER ENERGY
ENVIRONMENT &
TRANSPORT FORUM

UK energy research and
innovation - commercial and
investment priorities, skills
supply, and next steps for policy
5t March 2020

CONDITIONS FOR USE OF TRANSCRIPTS:

This document is intended to provide a timely reference for interested parties who are unable to attend the
event to which it refers. Some portions are based on transcripts of proceedings and others consist of text
submitted by speakers or authors, and are clearly marked as such. As such, apart from where it is indicated that
the text was supplied by the speaker, it has not been possible for the transcript to be checked by speakers and
so this portion of the document does not represent a formal record of proceedings. Despite best endeavours by
Westminster Forum Projects and its suppliers to ensure accuracy, text based on transcription may contain errors
which could alter the intended meaning of any portion of the reported content. Anyone who intends to publicly
use or refer to any text based on the transcript should make clear that speakers have not had the opportunity
for any corrections, or check first with the speaker in question. If in doubt please contact the forum first.




Westminster Energy, Environment & Transport Forum policy conference: UK energy research and innovation -

commercial and investment priorities, skills supply, and next steps for policy 5t March 2020
Contents

About this Publication 3
Agenda 4

Session Chair’s opening remarks
Lord Ravensdale (transcript) 6

Key issues for innovation in established and emerging energy technologies - decarbonisation, cost reduction, and
bringing projects to market

Dr David Cole, Market Director, Power Generation Assets, Atkins UK and Europe (transcript) 8
Dr Kirsty Hewitson, VP Innovation, National Nuclear Laboratory (transcript) 10
Dr Fatemeh Rezazadeh, Green Energy Expert, Strategy and Technology Innovation, Siemens Energy (transcript) 12
David Ryan, Chief Executive Officer, PowerHouse Energy Group (transcript) 14
Gemma Stanley, Senior Policy Analyst, Solar Trade Association (transcript) 16
Questions and comments from the floor (transcript) 18

Priorities for supporting innovation in energy technology - investment, policy developments, and net-zero emission
targets

Matthew Billson, Head of Strategy, Energy Innovation Programme, BEIS (transcript) 30
Questions and comments from the floor (transcript) 33

Session Chair’s closing remarks
Lord Ravensdale (transcript) 37

Session Chair’s opening remarks
Professor Ron Loveland, Government Energy Advisor, Welsh Government (transcript) 38

Priorities for business development, technological commercialisation, and supporting investor confidence
Filippo Gaddo, Director, Energy Economics and Regulation, Arup (transcript) 39

Opportunities for exports based on UK energy technology development
Dr David Kingham, Founder and Executive Vice Chairman, Tokamak Energy (transcript) 45

Questions and comments from the floor (transcript) 48

Addressing key challenges for research, innovation and scalability across the energy sector

Growing national clusters for research and innovation in enerqgy, and addressing regional imbalances in resources and
capacity

Professor Martin Freer, Director, Energy Research Accelerator and Director, Birmingham Energy Institute,

University of Birmingham (transcript) 51

Priorities for ensuring technology development works for industry - whole-system compatibility, working with supply
chains, and minimising costs
Laura Brown, Energy Research Programme Manager, Newcastle University (transcript) 54

Access to skills and technical capabilities for advanced technology, and preparing the workforce
Susan Falch-Lovesey, Local Liaison Officer and Skills Champion, Vattenfall (transcript) 58

Questions and comments from the floor (transcript) 61

Session Chair’s and Westminster Energy, Environment & Transport Forum closing remarks
Professor Ron Loveland, Government Energy Advisor, Welsh Government (transcript) 63
Jack Longman, Senior Researcher, Westminster Energy, Environment & Transport Forum (transcript) 64

List of Delegates Registered for Seminar

Contributor Biographies

About the Core Sponsors of the Westminster Energy, Environment & Transport Forum

Please be advised that speakers’ PowerPoint presentations are included within the transcript itself, just beneath the relevant speaker’s text. Please note
that not all speakers are able to grant permission for us to include their slides.

© Westminster Energy, Environment & Transport Forum Important: note conditions of use on front page Page 2



Westminster Energy, Environment & Transport Forum policy conference: UK energy research and innovation -
commercial and investment priorities, skills supply, and next steps for policy 5t March 2020

© Westminster Energy, Environment & Transport Forum Important: note conditions of use on front page Page 3



