
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Improving participation and 
diversity in apprenticeships - 

tackling skills gaps, raising 
awareness and supporting 
under-represented groups 

26th April 2018 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONDITIONS FOR USE OF TRANSCRIPTS: 
This document is intended to provide a timely reference for interested parties who are unable to attend the 
event to which it refers. Some portions are based on transcripts of proceedings and others consist of text 
submitted by speakers or authors, and are clearly marked as such. As such, apart from where it is indicated 
that the text was supplied by the speaker, it has not been possible for the transcript to be checked by speakers 
and so this portion of the document does not represent a formal record of proceedings. Despite best 
endeavours by Westminster Forum Projects and its suppliers to ensure accuracy, text based on transcription 
may contain errors which could alter the intended meaning of any portion of the reported content. Anyone 
who intends to publicly use or refer to any text based on the transcript should make clear that speakers have 
not had the opportunity for any corrections, or check first with the speaker in question. If in doubt please 
contact the forum first. 



Westminster Employment Forum Keynote Seminar:  Improving participation and diversity in apprenticeships - tackling skills gaps, raising awareness 
and supporting under-represented groups- 26th April 2018 

© Westminster Employment Forum                    Important: note conditions of use on front page Page 2 

Contents  
 
About this Publication 3 
 
Agenda        4    
 
Session Chair’s opening remarks 
Baroness Berridge (transcript) 6 
 
Addressing the drop in apprenticeship starts and responding to Brexit - priorities for policy 
Paul Warner, Director of Research and Development, Association of Employment and Learning Providers (transcript) 7 
 
Improving accessibility - coordinating action among regional partners to support those from disadvantaged groups 
Anthony Impey, Founder, Optimity and Member, Skills for Londoners Taskforce (transcript) 11 
 
Questions and comments from the floor (transcript) 14 
 
Raising the profile of apprenticeships - careers advice, the apprenticeship ‘brand’ and raising employer participation 
Brenda Cabras, Director of Employment and Skills, Prospects (transcript) 21 
Simon Hawthorn, Leadership Team, National Society of Apprentices (transcript) 23 
Ann Watson, Chief Executive Officer, Semta (transcript) 25 
Petra Wilton, Director of Strategy & External Affairs, CMI (transcript) 27 
Questions and comments from the floor with Paul Warner, Director of Research and Development, Association of 
Employment and Learning Providers (transcript) 29 
 
Session Chair’s opening remarks 
Kevin Cowley, Head of Apprenticeships Strategy and Delivery, Home Office (transcript) 40 
 
Widening participation - increasing the number of apprenticeship starts by those from disadvantaged backgrounds 
Dr Neil Bentley, Chief Executive, WorldSkills UK and Member, Apprenticeship Diversity  
Champions Network (transcript) 41 
Questions and comments from the floor (transcript) 45 
 
Improving participation amongst under-represented groups - entry requirements, career progression and  
re-assessing Government targets  
Peter Mayhew-Smith, Group Principal and Chief Executive Officer, South Thames Colleges Group (transcript) 51 
Iain Murray, Senior Policy Officer, TUC (transcript) 53 
Matthew Hussey, Public Affairs Officer, The Children’s Society (transcript) 55 
Peter Finegold, Head of Education Policy, Institution of Mechanical Engineers (transcript) 57 
Beatrice Barleon, Policy Development Manager, Mencap (transcript) 59 & 61 
Aldaine Cohen, Apprentice Office Assistant, Mencap (transcript) 60 
Questions and comments from the floor (transcript) 63 
 
Session Chair’s and Westminster Employment Forum closing remarks 
Kevin Cowley, Head of Apprenticeships Strategy and Delivery, Home Office (transcript) 70 
Thomas Overend, Associate Producer, Westminster Employment Forum (transcript) 71 
 
Comments 72 
 
List of Delegates Registered for Seminar 74 
 
Contributor Biographies 81 
 
Please be advised that speakers’ PowerPoint presentations are included within the transcript itself, just beneath the relevant speaker’s text. Please note 

that not all speakers are able to grant permission for us to include their slides. 



Westminster Employment Forum Keynote Seminar:  Improving participation and diversity in apprenticeships - tackling skills gaps, raising awareness 
and supporting under-represented groups- 26th April 2018 

© Westminster Employment Forum                    Important: note conditions of use on front page Page 3 

About this Publication 
 
This publication reflects proceedings at the Westminster Employment Forum Keynote Seminar: Improving 
participation and diversity in apprenticeships - tackling skills gaps, raising awareness and supporting under-
represented groups held on 26th April 2018.  The views expressed in the articles are those of the named 
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