
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The future for charity law and 
governance - accountability, 

regulation and priorities for new 
legislation 

18th January 2018 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONDITIONS FOR USE OF TRANSCRIPTS: 
This document is intended to provide a timely reference for interested parties who are unable to attend the 
event to which it refers.  Some portions are based on transcripts of proceedings and others consist of text 
submitted by speakers or authors, and are clearly marked as such.  As such, apart from where it is indicated 
that the text was supplied by the speaker, it has not been possible for the transcript to be checked by speakers 
and so this portion of the document does not represent a formal record of proceedings.  Despite best 
endeavours by Westminster Forum Projects and its suppliers to ensure accuracy, text based on transcription 
may contain errors which could alter the intended meaning of any portion of the reported content.  Anyone 
who intends to publicly use or refer to any text based on the transcript should make clear that speakers have 
not had the opportunity for any corrections, or check first with the speaker in question.  If in doubt please 
contact the forum first. 



Westminster Legal Policy Forum Keynote Seminar:   
The future for charity law and governance - accountability, regulation and priorities for new legislation 18th January 2018 

© Westminster Legal Policy Forum                        Important: note conditions of use on front page Page 2 

Contents  
 

About this Publication 3 
 
Agenda        4    
 
Chair’s opening remarks 
Baroness Barker, Liberal Democrat Lords Spokesperson for the Voluntary Sector (transcript) 6 
 
Key issues from the Law Commission’s Technical Issues in Charity Law report, and priorities for the Draft Bill  
Professor Nick Hopkins, Law Commissioner for Property, Family and Trust, Law Commission (transcript) 7 
Questions and comments from the floor (transcript) 11 
 
Simplifying charity law - operational freedom, charitable status and management of charity assets 
Jo Coleman, Partner, Bond Dickinson (transcript) 13 
Professor Warren Barr, Member, Charity Law and Policy Unit, University of Liverpool Law School (transcript) 15 
Michael Fahy, Director - Real Estate, Steeles Law Solicitors and Trustee, Ethical Property Foundation (transcript) 18 
Martine Verweij, Founding Chief Executive Officer, Kids Run Free (transcript) 20 
Questions and comments from the floor (transcript) 22 
 
Chair’s closing remarks 
Baroness Barker, Liberal Democrat Lords Spokesperson for the Voluntary Sector (transcript) 28 
 
Chair’s opening remarks 
Susan Elan Jones MP (transcript) 29 
 
Current and emerging priorities for regulating the sector 
Kenneth Dibble, Director of Legal Services, Charity Commission (transcript) 30 
Questions and comments from the floor (transcript) 35 
 
The new code for charity governance - implications for the third sector 
Rosie Chapman, Chair, Charity Governance Code Steering Group and former Specialist Advisor to the House of Lords 
Select Committee on Charities (transcript) 38 
 
Reforming charity governance - latest thinking on accountability, reporting, and the role of trustees 
Helena Wilkinson, Partner and Head of Charities and Not for Profit, Price Bailey and Vice-Chair, ICAEW 
Charity and Voluntary Sector Group (transcript) 41 
Ian Joseph, Chief Executive, Trustees Unlimited (transcript) 43 
Richard Litchfield, Chief Executive, Eastside Primetimers (transcript) 45 
Dr Lorraine Gailey, Chief Executive, Hearing Link (transcript) 47 
Questions and comments from the floor with Rosie Chapman, Chair, Charity Governance Code Steering Group  
and former Specialist Advisor to the House of Lords Select Committee on Charities (transcript) 49 
 
Charity law and regulation - next steps for policy  
Ben Harrison, Policy Manager, Office for Civil Society, DCMS (transcript) 56 
Questions and comments from the floor (transcript) 59 
 
Chair’s and Westminster Legal Policy Forum closing remarks 
Susan Elan Jones MP (transcript) 62 
Marc Gammon, Associate Editor, Westminster Legal Policy Forum (transcript) 63 
 
Press Links 64 
 
List of Delegates Registered for Seminar 65 
 
Contributor Biographies 71 
 
 Please be advised that speakers’ PowerPoint presentations are included within the transcript itself, just beneath the relevant speaker’s text. Please note 

that not all speakers are able to grant permission for us to include their slides. 

  



Westminster Legal Policy Forum Keynote Seminar:   
The future for charity law and governance - accountability, regulation and priorities for new legislation 18th January 2018 

© Westminster Legal Policy Forum                        Important: note conditions of use on front page Page 3 
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