WESTMINSTER
MEDIA FORUM

The future for arts and culture
in England - funding,
participation and Arts Council
England’s new 10-year strategy
12" December 2019

CONDITIONS FOR USE OF TRANSCRIPTS:

This document is intended to provide a timely reference for interested parties who are unable to attend the
event to which it refers. Some portions are based on transcripts of proceedings and others consist of text
submitted by speakers or authors, and are clearly marked as such. As such, apart from where it is indicated
that the text was supplied by the speaker, it has not been possible for the transcript to be checked by speakers
and so this portion of the document does not represent a formal record of proceedings. Despite best
endeavours by Westminster Forum Projects and its suppliers to ensure accuracy, text based on transcription
may contain errors which could alter the intended meaning of any portion of the reported content. Anyone
who intends to publicly use or refer to any text based on the transcript should make clear that speakers have
not had the opportunity for any corrections, or check first with the speaker in question. If in doubt please
contact the forum first.




Westminster Media Forum policy conference:

The future for arts and culture in England - funding, participation and Arts Council England’s new 10-year strategy 12" December 2019
Contents

About this Publication 3
Agenda 4
Session Chair’s opening remarks: Arts and culture in England - key priorities and next steps

Rosie Millard, Chair, BBC Children in Need; Chair, Firstsite and Vice Chair, Opera North (transcript) 6

Stakeholder perspectives on Arts Council England’s ten year strategy - creating adaptable business models, diversifying
funding, and maximising opportunities presented by emerging technologies

Support for research and development that creative organisations need - advice, commercialisation and mitigating risk
Dr Jeremy Silver, Chief Executive Officer, Digital Catapult (transcript) 9

New approaches to widening engagement
Annette Mees, Head of Audience Labs, Royal Opera House (transcript) 13

Fostering greater sector collaboration - development of resource hubs, shared infrastructure, and innovation
Jack Rubin, Chief Executive Officer and Co-Founder, Tessitura Network (transcript) 16

Latest developments in corporate sponsorship of the arts
Peter Mather, Group Regional President, Europe and Head of Country, UK, BP (transcript) 19

Questions and comments from the floor with Rosie Millard, Chair, BBC Children in Need; Chair, Firstsite and
Vice Chair, Opera North (transcript) 21

Session Chair’s closing remarks
Rosie Millard, Chair, BBC Children in Need; Chair, Firstsite and Vice Chair, Opera North (transcript) 30

Session Chair’s opening remarks
Professor Franco Bianchini, Professor, Cultural Policy and Planning and Director, Culture, Place and Policy Institute,
University of Hull (transcript) 31

Nurturing creativity in young people and increasing opportunities for engagement with arts and culture

Mark Featherstone-Witty, Founder and CEO, The LIPA Learning Group (transcript) 33
Mark Jones, Member of NST Youth Theatre, Nuffield Southampton Theatre (transcript) 36
Abeer Kayani, Recent Graduate and Textile Designer (transcript) 37

Louise Coysh, Associate Director, Arts and Culture, University of Southampton and Member, Arts

Council England’s South West Area Council (transcript) 38
Lamia Dabboussy, Executive Editor, BBC Arts (transcript) 40
Questions and comments from the floor (transcript) 42

Towards a more representative sector - skills development, creating and communicating diversity in
career pathways, and reducing socio-economic barriers to participation

Paul Pacifico, Chief Executive Officer, The Association of Independent Music (transcript) 49
Paul W. Fleming, Industrial Organiser, Theatre - Live Performance Department, Equity (transcript) 52
Pearl Chesterman, Director, Learning, Engagement, Access and Participation, Birmingham Royal Ballet (transcript) 56
Questions and comments from the floor (transcript) 59

Session Chair’s and Westminster Media Forum closing remarks
Professor Franco Bianchini, Professor, Cultural Policy and Planning and Director, Culture, Place and Policy Institute,

University of Hull (transcript) 63
Jonny Roberts, Head of Forward Planning and Political Research, Westminster Media Forum (transcript) 64
List of Delegates Registered for Seminar 65
Contributor Biographies 71
About the Core Sponsors of the Westminster Media Forum 73

Please be advised that speakers’ PowerPoint presentations are included within the transcript itself, just beneath the relevant speaker’s text. Please note
that not all speakers are able to grant permission for us to include their slides.

Westminster Media Forum Important: note conditions of use on front page Page 2



Westminster Media Forum policy conference:
The future for arts and culture in England - funding, participation and Arts Council England’s new 10-year strategy 12" December 2019

About this Publication

This publication reflects proceedings at the Westminster Media Forum policy conference: The future for arts
and culture in England - funding, participation and Arts Council England’s new 10-year strategy held on 12"
December 2019. The views expressed in the articles are those of the named authors, not those of the Forum
or the sponsors, apart from their own articles.

Although Westminster Media Forum is grateful to all sponsors for the funding on which we depend,
participation in events and publications is never conditional on being a sponsor. As well as funding ongoing
operations, sponsorship enables the Forum to distribute complimentary copies of publications, and offer
complimentary tickets for events, to Government ministers, parliamentarians and officials most involved in
policy.

This publication is copyright. Its copying, in whole or in part, is not permitted without the prior written consent
of the publishers. However, extracts of the text may be reproduced for academic or review purposes, subject
to the conditions of use outlined in the previous page, providing they are accurate, are not used in a
misleading context and the author, their organisation and the Westminster Media Forum are acknowledged.
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