WESTMINSTER
EDUCATION
FORUM

Assessing the impact of
A-Level reform - issues for
schools and colleges, the future
position of the AS-Level and
preparation for HE and work
20" March 2018

CONDITIONS FOR USE OF TRANSCRIPTS:

This document is intended to provide a timely reference for interested parties who are unable to attend the
event to which it refers. Some portions are based on transcripts of proceedings and others consist of text
submitted by speakers or authors, and are clearly marked as such. As such, apart from where it is indicated
that the text was supplied by the speaker, it has not been possible for the transcript to be checked by speakers
and so this portion of the document does not represent a formal record of proceedings. Despite best
endeavours by Westminster Forum Projects and its suppliers to ensure accuracy, text based on transcription
may contain errors which could alter the intended meaning of any portion of the reported content. Anyone
who intends to publicly use or refer to any text based on the transcript should make clear that speakers have
not had the opportunity for any corrections, or check first with the speaker in question. If in doubt please
contact the forum first.




Westminster Education Forum Keynote Seminar: Assessing the impact of A-Level reform -

issues for schools and colleges, the future position of the AS-Level and preparation for HE and work 20" March 2018
Contents

About this Publication 3
Agenda 4

Session Chair’s opening remarks
Richard Garner, Freelance Education Writer (transcript) 6

A-Level policy priorities
Rawfiah Choudry, Team Leader, GCSE and A-Level Reform, Department for Education (transcript) 7
Questions and comments from the floor (transcript) 10

The impact of reform so far - issues for schools and colleges, ensuring full provision of subjects and the future
position of the AS-Level

Gemma Hewitt, Head of A-Level Products, OCR (transcript) 16
Glyn Jones, Assistant Principal, York College (transcript) 18
Jane Pratt, Director of Faculty and UCAS Co-Ordinator, The Grammar School at Leeds (transcript) 21
Questions and comments from the floor (transcript) 23

Reforming the A-Level system - what next?
Richard Garrett, Director of Strategic Relationships, Ofqual (transcript) 30
Questions and comments from the floor (transcript) 34

Session Chair’s closing remarks
Richard Garner, Freelance Education Writer (transcript) 38

Session Chair’s opening remarks
Baroness Brinton, Party President, Liberal Democrats (transcript) 39

A-Level reform and university admissions
Carys Fisher, Senior Policy Executive, UCAS (transcript) 40
Questions and comments from the floor (transcript) 43

Preparing for higher education and work: ensuring rounded learning at 16-18

Jenny Williams, Chief Executive Officer, ASDAN (transcript) 47
Kevin Gilmartin, Post-16 and Colleges Specialist, ASCL (transcript) 49
Anthony Anderson, Member, Research Working Group, Music Education Council (transcript) 51
Victoria Stears, Faculty Director, Recruitment and Admissions, Faculty of Humanities, University of Kent (transcript) 53
James Lloyd, Resourcing Manager, Skills & Workforce Continuity, Transport for London (transcript) 55
Questions and comments from the floor (transcript) 58

Session Chair’s and Westminster Education Forum closing remarks

Baroness Brinton, Party President, Liberal Democrats (transcript) 64
Roger Greer, Associate Producer, Westminster Education Forum (transcript) 65
Press Links 66
List of Delegates Registered for Seminar 67
Contributor Biographies 71
About the Core Sponsors of the Westminster Education Forum 73

Please be advised that speakers’ PowerPoint presentations are included within the transcript itself, just beneath the relevant speaker’s text. Please note
that not all speakers are able to grant permission for us to include their slides.

Westminster Education Forum Important: note conditions of use on front page Page 2



Westminster Education Forum Keynote Seminar: Assessing the impact of A-Level reform -
issues for schools and colleges, the future position of the AS-Level and preparation for HE and work 20" March 2018

About this Publication

This publication reflects proceedings at the Westminster Education Forum Keynote Seminar: Assessing the
impact of A-Level reform - issues for schools and colleges, the future position of the AS-Level and preparation
for HE and work on 20" March 2018. The views expressed in the articles are those of the named authors, not
those of the Forum or the sponsors, apart from their own articles.

Although Westminster Education Forum is grateful to all sponsors for the funding on which we depend,
participation in events and publications is never conditional on being a sponsor. As well as funding ongoing
operations, sponsorship enables the Forum to distribute complimentary copies of publications, and offer
complimentary tickets for events, to Government ministers, parliamentarians and officials most involved in
policy.

This publication is copyright. Its copying, in whole or in part, is not permitted without the prior written consent
of the publishers. However, extracts of the text may be reproduced for academic or review purposes, subject
to the conditions of use outlined in the previous page, providing they are accurate, are not used in a
misleading context and the author, their organisation and the Westminster Education Forum are
acknowledged. We would also appreciate being informed.
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