WESTMINSTER
HIGHER EDUCATION
FORUM

Fair access and widening
participation: assessing the
National Strategy for
access and student success
28" November 2013

CONDITIONS FOR USE OF TRANSCRIPTS:

This document is intended to provide a timely reference for interested parties who are unable to attend the event to
which it refers. Some portions are based on transcripts of proceedings and others consist of text submitted by speakers or
authors, and are clearly marked as such. As such, apart from where it is indicated that the text was supplied by the
speaker, it has not been possible for the transcript to be checked by speakers and so this portion of the document does
not represent a formal record of proceedings. Despite best endeavours by Westminster Forum Projects and its suppliers
to ensure accuracy, text based on transcription may contain errors which could alter the intended meaning of any portion
of the reported content. Anyone who intends to publicly use or refer to any text based on the transcript should make
clear that speakers have not had the opportunity for any corrections, or check first with the speaker in question. If in
doubt please contact the forum first.




Contents

About this Publication 3
Agenda 4

Session Chair’s opening remarks
James Clappison MP, Member, Fair Access to University Group (FAUG) (transcript) 6

Widening participation - trends in admissions data
Mary Curnock Cook, Chief Executive, UCAS (transcript) 7
Questions and comments from the floor (transcript) 10

The National Strategy for access and student success
Professor Les Ebdon, Director, Office for Fair Access (transcript) 13
Questions and comments from the floor (transcript) 16

Have raised tuition fees affected efforts to widen participation?
Dr Graeme Atherton, Director, National Education Opportunities Network (NEON) (transcript) 19

Fair access and widening participation - evaluation, investment and support
Rebecca Bunting, Deputy Vice-Chancellor, University of Portsmouth and Member, Widening Participation and Student Opportunity

Committee, HEFCE (transcript) 24
John Rose-Adams, Research, Information and Evaluation Manager, Centre for Inclusion and Collaborative Partnerships, The Open
University (transcript) 26
Professor Anthony Bowne, Principal, Trinity Laban Conservatoire of Music and Dance and Member, Student Experience, Teaching and
Quality Committee, HEFCE (transcript) 28
Louis Coiffait, Head of Research, The Pearson Think Tank and Editor, Blue Skies (transcript) 30
Questions and comments from the floor with Dr Graeme Atherton, Director, National Education

Opportunities Network (NEON) (transcript) 33

Session Chair’s closing remarks
James Clappison MP, Member, Fair Access to University Group (FAUG) (transcript) 39

Session Chair’s opening remarks
Paul Blomfield MP, Member, Business, Innovation and Skills Select Committee and Secretary, All-Party Parliamentary University Group
(transcript) 40

First year student experiences in UK universities
Dr Debbie McVitty, Head of Higher Education (Research and Policy), NUS (transcript) 41

Student success - improving student retention
Phil Davis, Chair, National Association of Student Money Advisors and Head of Student Support, Bishop Grosseteste University College

Lincoln (transcript) 44
Alison Clark, Director, National Association of Student Employment Services (NASES), University of Liverpool (transcript) 47
Peter Quinn, Vice-Chair, National Association of Disability Practitioners and Director of Student Support Services, University of York
(transcript) 49
Dr Jane Andrews, Programme Director for the Engineering Management Programmes, Aston University (transcript) 51
Questions and comments from the floor with Dr Debbie McVitty, Head of Higher Education

(Research and Policy), NUS (transcript) 53
‘Widening Participation’

Bev Thomas, Deputy Director, HE Access & Quality, Department for Business, Innovation and Skills (transcript) 59
Questions and comments from the floor (transcript) 62

Session Chair’s and Westminster Higher Education Forum closing remarks
Paul Blomfield MP, Member, Business, Innovation and Skills Select Committee and Secretary, All-Party Parliamentary University Group

(transcript) 64
Jonny Roberts, Associate Editor, Westminster Higher Education Forum (transcript) 65
Press Links 66
List of Delegates Registered for Seminar 67

Contributor Biographies 72




About this Publication

This publication reflects proceedings at the Westminster Higher Education Forum Keynote Seminar: Fair access
and widening participation: assessing the National Strategy for access and student success held on 28"
November 2013. The views expressed in the articles are those of the named authors, not those of the Forum
or the sponsors, apart from their own articles.

Although Westminster Higher Education Forum is grateful to all sponsors for the funding on which we depend,
participation in events and publications is never conditional on being a sponsor. As well as funding ongoing
operations, sponsorship enables the Forum to distribute complimentary copies of publications, and offer
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policy.
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