
Westminster Health Forum Keynote Seminar: 

Learning disabilities and autism care in England 

Timing: Morning, Wednesday, 12
th

 June 2019 

Venue: Royal Over-Seas League, Over-Seas House, Park Place, St James’s Street, London SW1A 1LR 

 
Agenda subject to change 

 
8.30 - 9.00 Registration and coffee 

  
9.00 - 9.05 Chair’s opening remarks 

Eleanor Smith MP 

  
9.05 - 9.35 Progress in improving the health and wellbeing of people with learning disabilities, autism or both 

David Nuttall, Deputy Director, Dementia and Disabilities, DHSC 

 Questions and comments from the floor  

  
9.35 - 10.35 The impact of the NHS Long Term Plan on autism and learning disabilities care  

Yvonne Newbold, Member, NHS Assembly; Winner, National Learning Disabilities and Autism Lifetime Achievement 

Award, 2018 and Author, The Special Parent’s Handbook  

Ann Norman, Professional Lead, Justice and Forensic Nursing and Learning Disability Nursing, Royal College of Nursing 

Jackie Collins, Project Lead, Transforming Care, LondonADASS  

Marie Lovell, Project Manager, Skills for Care  

Neil Nerva, Associate Consultant, Campbell Tickell 

Questions and comments from the floor  

  
10.35 - 10.40 Chair’s closing remarks 

Eleanor Smith MP 

  
10.40 - 11.05 Coffee 

  
11.05 - 11.10 Chair’s opening remarks 

Baroness Jolly, Chair, Hft  

  
11.10 - 11.20 ‘The Albatross and the Ostrich? The impact of ageing on people with learning disabilities and their carers’ 

 Professor Rachel Forrester-Jones, Professor, Department of Social & Policy Sciences, University of Bath  

  
11.20 - 11.30 Key issues for education and training and next steps for the development of the Autism Core Capabilities Framework 

George Matuska, Clinical Lead, Intellectual Disabilities, South of England Region and National Autism Lead,  

Health Education England 

  
11.30 - 11.45 Questions and comments from the floor 

  
11.45 - 12.15 Community awareness and supporting parents, carers and individuals  

Chris Gillbanks, Chief Executive Officer, Sycamore Trust U.K.  

Robert Lamb, Autism Ambassador, Sycamore Trust U.K. 

Carrie Grant, Parent and Broadcaster 

Questions and comments from the floor 

  
12.15 - 12.55 Priorities for delivering personalised care in the community: awareness, integrated support and reducing waiting 

times for specialist services 

Dr Victoria Tzortziou-Brown, Joint Honorary Secretary, Royal College of General Practitioners and Integrated Care 

Lead, Tower Hamlets Clinical Commissioning Group   

Vijita Patel, Principal, Swiss Cottage School, Development and Research Centre, London 

Liza Dresner, Director, Resources for Autism  

Questions and comments from the floor 

  
12.55 - 13.00 Chair’s and Westminster Health Forum closing remarks 

Baroness Jolly, Chair, Hft  

Stephanie Thomson, Forum Lead, Westminster Health Forum 

 


