
Westminster Health Forum Keynote Seminar: 

The future for health research in England - funding, regulation and next steps for policy 

Timing: Morning, Wednesday, 13th March 2019  

Venue: Royal Over-Seas League, Over-Seas House, Park Place, St James’s Street, London SW1A 1LR 

 
Agenda subject to change 

 
8.30 - 9.00 Registration and coffee 

  
9.00 - 9.05 Chair’s opening remarks 

Lord Sharkey, Chair, Association of Medical Research Charities    

  
9.05 - 9.35 Policy priorities for health research in England  

Dr Jonathan Sheffield, Chief Executive Officer, NIHR Clinical Research Network  

Questions and comments from the floor  

 
9.35 - 9.50 The developing role of genomics - meeting the research priorities of the NHS Long Term Plan and 

promoting the application of healthcare research 

Dr Tom Fowler, Deputy Chief Scientist and Director of Public Health, Genomics England 

  
9.50 - 10.35 Supporting the development of new medicine and technology - collaboration, funding and 

the wider research landscape 

Professor Anne Marie Rafferty, Professor of Nursing Policy, Florence Nightingale Faculty of Nursing, 

Midwifery & Palliative Care, King’s College London and President, Royal College of Nursing 

Dr Neville Young, Director of Enterprise and Innovation, Yorkshire & Humber Academic Health Science Network 

Dr Cat Ball, Senior Policy Manager, Association of Medical Research Charities 

John Dawson, Chief Executive, Oxford BioMedica 

Questions and comments from the floor with Dr Tom Fowler, Deputy Chief Scientist and Director of Public Health, 

Genomics England 

 
10.35 - 10.40 Chair’s closing remarks 

Lord Sharkey, Chair, Association of Medical Research Charities    

  
10.40 - 11.10 Coffee 

  
11.10 - 11.15 Chair’s opening remarks 

Lord Saatchi, Chairman, Centre for Policy Studies 

  
11.15 - 11.35 Key issues for regulation: clinical trials, transparency and ensuring the UK remains an attractive place for trials 

Teresa Allen, Chief Executive, Health Research Authority  

Questions and comments from the floor 

 
11.35 - 12.30 Translating research into treatment - removing barriers, navigating the approval process and 

increasing public and patient involvement 

Deborah Gilbert, Chief Executive, Bowel & Cancer Research  

Dr Simon Kolstoe, Senior Lecturer and University Ethics Advisor, University of Portsmouth 

Victoria Corbishley, Director of Transformation, Eastern Academic Health Science Network 

Dr Sheuli Porkess, Deputy Chief Scientific Officer, ABPI 

Professor Shanaya Rathod, Consultant Psychiatrist and Director of Research, Southern Health NHS Foundation Trust;  

 Visiting Professor, Faculty of Science, University of Portsmouth and Mental Health Clinical Lead, 

Wessex Clinical Research Network and Wessex Academic Health Sciences Network 

Questions and comments from the floor 

  
12.30 - 12.55 ‘Health research - next steps for strategy’ 

Dr Declan Mulkeen, Chief of Strategy, Medical Research Council 

Questions and comments from the floor 

 
12.55 - 13.00 Chair’s and Westminster Health Forum closing remarks 

Lord Saatchi, Chairman, Centre for Policy Studies  

Clare Mitchell, Researcher, Westminster Health Forum 

 

 


