
 

Westminster Social Policy Forum Keynote Seminar: Policy priorities for social care in England - funding,  

integration and developing the workforce 

Timing: Morning, Tuesday, 25th October 2016 

Venue: The Caledonian Club, 9 Halkin Street, London SW1X 7DR 

 

 
Draft agenda subject to change 

 

 

8.30 - 9.00 Registration and coffee 

  

9.00 - 9.05 Chair’s opening remarks 

Lord Bichard, Chair, Social Care Institute for Excellence 

  

9.05 - 9.15 Latest thinking on the state of social care funding - access to services and the impact of the social care precept 

Dr José-Luis Fernández, Deputy Director and Associate Professorial Research Fellow, Personal Social Services Research 

Unit, London School of Economics and Political Science 

  

9.15 - 9.40 Case study: commissioning for better social care outcomes at a local level 

Sean McLaughlin, Corporate Director, Housing and Adult Social Services, Islington Council 

Questions and comments from the floor with Dr José-Luis Fernández, Deputy Director and Associate Professorial 

Research Fellow, Personal Social Services Research Unit, London School of Economics and Political Science 

  

9.40 - 10.00 Priorities for improving standards in social care 

Sally Warren, Deputy Chief Inspector, Adult Social Care, CQC 

Questions and comments from the floor 

  

10.00 - 10.10 The policy landscape for social care providers 

Jane Ashcroft, Chief Executive, Anchor Trust 

  

10.10 - 11.00 Opportunities and challenges for social care providers - funding, staff retention, implementing the living wage and 

the impact of Brexit 

Sharon Allen, Chief Executive Officer, Skills for Care 

Heather Wakefield, Head of Local Government, UNISON 

Dr Ruth Allen, Chief Executive, British Association of Social Workers 

Alex Fox, Chief Executive Officer, Shared Lives Plus 

Questions and comments from the floor with Jane Ashcroft, Chief Executive, Anchor Trust 

  

11.00 - 11.05 Chair’s closing remarks 

Lord Bichard, Chair, Social Care Institute for Excellence 

  

11.05 - 11.35 Coffee 

  

11.35 - 11.40 Chair’s opening remarks 

Rt Hon Norman Lamb MP, Liberal Democrat Shadow Spokesperson for Health and former Minister of State for 

Community and Social Care 

  

11.40 - 11.50 Assessing value for money in social care services  

Aileen Murphie, Director, Department for Communities and Local Government and Local Government Value for 

Money, National Audit Office 

  

11.50 - 12.00 Co-production and putting service users at the centre of care   

Dr Thomas Doukas, Involvement Team Leader, Choice Support 

  

12.00 - 12.10 Place-based planning and commissioning of services - key issues for integrating health and social care  

Terry Huff, Chief Officer, NHS Waltham Forest Clinical Commissioning Group 

  

12.10 - 12.35 Questions and comments from the floor 

  

12.35 - 12.55 Next steps for integrated care - challenges of an ageing population and priorities for system-wide change 

Dr Martin Vernon, National Clinical Director for Older People and Integrated Person Centred Care, NHS England and 

Consultant Geriatrician, Central Manchester University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust 

Questions and comments from the floor 

  

12.55 - 13.00 Chair’s and Westminster Social Policy Forum closing remarks 

Rt Hon Norman Lamb MP, Liberal Democrat Shadow Spokesperson for Health and former Minister of State for 

Community and Social Care  

Sam Dolton, Producer, Westminster Social Policy Forum 

 


