Policy Forum for Northern Ireland Keynote Seminar: Planning reform in Northern Ireland:
progress, economic development and forward strategy
Timing: Morning, Thursday, 23rd March 2017
Venue: Belfast
Draft agenda subject to change

8.30 - 9.00

Registration and coffee

9.00 - 9.05

Chair’s opening remarks
William Humphrey MLA, Chair, Committee for Infrastructure, Northern Ireland Assembly

9.05 - 9.15

Planning in Northern Ireland: the current state of play
Professor Geraint Ellis, Chair, Environmental Planning and Director of Research, Institute of Spatial and
Environmental Planning, Queen’s University Belfast

9.15 - 10.10

Local authority planning powers: lessons and next steps
What should be the priorities for strategy, organisation and best practice going forward, and what can be learned from the way local
authorities have addressed the challenges they have faced since the transfer of powers, including in relation to meeting statutory
enforcement case and planning applications targets, approval rates, and issues with major developments such as in renewable energy?
How far have Local Development Plans helped to set out a clear vision for how local authorities shape development in each area, and
how might they be refined? What are the priorities for those submitting applications? What measures - including collaboration, adapting
best practice from other areas, and providing further training - show the most promise for local authorities and the Department for
Infrastructure as they seek to improve these outcomes and improve delivery of service? What improvements could be made to the way
that local authorities are engaging with communities and other stakeholders, and in ensuring that those voices are considered fully when
assessing planning applications and implementing wider planning policies? How should planning departments within local authorities go
about increasing public engagement in the planning process? Where do the barriers to improvement persist, and what will be needed
from increased Departmental performance management and guidance for local authorities to help tackle them?

Diana Fitzsimons, FRICS MRTPI, Senior Planning Practitioner; Planning Consultant; Visiting Professor, Ulster University
and Chair, Fold Housing Association
Maura Fox, Head of Planning, Derry City and Strabane District Council
Brendan Martyn, Partner, Pinsent Masons
Senior representative, communities
Questions and comments from the floor with Professor Geraint Ellis, Chair, Environmental Planning and
Director of Research, Sustainable Built Environment, Queens University Belfast
10.10 - 10.35

A new role for the Department for Infrastructure: ensuring oversight and providing strategic direction in
regional planning
Angus Kerr, Director, Planning Policy Division, Department for Infrastructure, Northern Ireland Executive
Questions and comments from the floor

10.35 - 10.40

Chair’s closing remarks
William Humphrey MLA, Chair, Committee for Infrastructure, Northern Ireland Assembly

10.40 - 11.10

Coffee

11.10 - 11.15

Chair’s opening remarks
Jenny Palmer MLA, Member, Committee for Infrastructure, Northern Ireland Assembly

11.15 - 11.35

The role of the Planning Appeals Commission: ensuring a fair appeals process
Trevor Rue, Deputy Chief Commissioner, Planning Appeals Commission
Questions and comments from the floor

11.35 - 12.05

Comparative case studies: planning in other jurisdictions
James Miller, Senior Planning Services Manager, North Ayrshire Council
Eunan Quinn, Senior Planner, Donegal County Council
Questions and comments from the floor

12.05 - 12.55

Economic development and regeneration: the role and impact of local planning powers
What is the progress in local authorities engaging with communities to ensure that public and grassroots input is accounted for in Local
Development Plans? To what extent has the transfer of planning powers to local authorities created a uniform and consistent planning
process for applicants across councils? How can councils secure a balance between scrutiny of applications and the speed in doing so to
ensure the plans of businesses and other applicants are not unduly delayed? Will proposed reforms to permitted development and the
renewables sector help promote investment and growth in those respective areas, and facilitate wider economic growth? How can
economic diversity be encouraged within local retail strategies and town centre regeneration? Can further assistance be given to small
and medium enterprises to help navigate the planning process? How far will ‘Brexit’ have an effect on cross-border collaboration and
economic development, especially in border regions?

Glyn Roberts, Chief Executive, Northern Ireland Independent Retail Trade Association
Alison McCullagh, Director of Regeneration and Planning, Fermanagh and Omagh District Council
Dr Tom Woolley, Architect and Educational Consultant, Rachel Bevan Architects
Senior speaker confirmed from BT Group
Questions and comments from the floor
12.55 - 13.00

Chair’s and Policy Forum for Northern Ireland closing remarks
Jenny Palmer MLA, Member, Committee for Infrastructure, Northern Ireland Assembly
Sean Cudmore, Deputy Editor, Policy Forum for Northern Ireland

