
 

Westminster Health Forum Keynote Seminar:  

Key issues for maternity care in England: patient safety, choice and Review implementation 

Timing: Morning, Thursday, 15th December 2016 

Venue: Royal Over-Seas League, Over-Seas House, Park Place, St James’s Street, London SW1A 1LR 

 
Agenda subject to change 

 

8.30 - 9.00 Registration and coffee 

  

9.00 - 9.15 Chair’s opening remarks 

Baroness Cumberlege, National Maternity Review, NHS England  

  

9.15 - 10.00 Implementing personalisation: continuity of care, personal budgets and developing community hubs 

With the National Maternity Review proposing the introduction of National Personal Maternity Care Budgets, what are the key 

considerations for wider rollout, and what are the notable lessons in best practice from the Maternity Choice and Personalisation 

Pioneers? What further opportunities are there for providers and commissioners to encourage further choice for mothers, and what 

are the options for introducing further personalised care planning? With the Review proposing greater continuity of carer, how can 

workforce challenges, such as recruitment, retention and a need for increasing the number of carers in the community be overcome to 

deliver this nationally - and how is this likely to be affected by the outcome of the EU referendum? What opportunities exist for 

collaboration between providers and commissioners of services and how will the development of community hubs influence this? How 

should a revised payment system for providers of maternity services be reformed to incentivise the personalisation of care and 

encourage choice? How can resources be freed up to better support postnatal and perinatal mental health services? 

Sandra Reading, Director of Midwifery, Barts Health NHS Trust 

Dr Giles Berrisford, Consultant Psychiatrist, Birmingham and Solihull Mental Health NHS Foundation Trust and 

Associate National Clinical Director for Perinatal Mental Health, NHS England 

Elizabeth Duff, Senior Policy Adviser, NCT 

Jane Gentle, Senior Press Officer, Mumsnet 

Questions and comments from the floor  

 

10.00 - 10.25 Patient safety in practice - an international case study 

Dr Ingela Wiklund, Chief Executive Officer, BB Stockholm; Board Member, International Confederation of Midwives 

and former President, Swedish Association of Midwives  

Questions and comments from the floor 

  

10.25 - 10.30 Chair’s closing remarks 

Baroness Cumberlege, National Maternity Review, NHS England 

  

10.30 - 11.00 Coffee 

  

11.00 - 11.05 Chair’s opening remarks 

Victoria Prentis MP, Vice Chair, All-Party Parliamentary Group on Baby Loss 

 

11.05 - 11.40 Key issues in patient safety and achieving a tangible reduction in stillbirths and neonatal deaths  

Clare Sandling, Deputy Director, Maternity Safety Programme Team, Department of Health 

Birte Harlev-Lam, Clinical Director, Maternity and Children, NHS Improvement 

Questions and comments from the floor 

  

11.40 - 11.50 Priorities for Health Education England: funding, education and skills 

Professor Bill Irish, Postgraduate Dean, Health Education England - East of England 

 

11.50 - 12.30 Challenges in developing the workforce in light of the Maternity Review recommendations 

With the Review stressing the importance of developing a culture of openness, continued improvement and multi-professionalism in 

maternity services, what challenges lie in the path to achieving these outcomes? What will the impact of safe staffing guidance be for 

providers and service delivery, and to what extent can this work in conjunction with the Review’s recommendations for safer care? In 

light of the UK referendum vote to leave the European Union, what challenges does Brexit present for the maternity workforce and 

how can these be overcome? With the Government proposing the replacement of a grant for trainee nurses and midwives with student 

loans, how can Health Education England and other key stakeholders encourage greater recruitment and retention? Will the 

development of a new nursing associate role help relieve workforce pressure, and what further opportunities are there for non-clinical 

staff in maternity services?  

Professor Lesley Regan, President, Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists 

Sean O’Sullivan, Head of Health and Social Policy, Royal College of Midwives 

 Questions and comments from the floor with Professor Bill Irish, Postgraduate Dean,  

Health Education England - East of England 

  

12.30 - 12.55 Next steps for policy and delivering Better Births 

Dr Matthew Jolly, National Clinical Director for The Maternity Review and Women’s Health, NHS England 

Questions and comments from the floor 

  

12.55 - 13.00 Chair’s and Westminster Health Forum closing remarks 

Victoria Prentis MP, Vice Chair, All-Party Parliamentary Group on Baby Loss 

Matthew Bradberry, Forum Lead, Westminster Health Forum 

 


