
Westminster Health Forum Keynote Seminar: Where next for social prescribing in England - outcomes,  

patient choice and cost-effectiveness 

Timing: Morning, Wednesday, 21st March 2018 

Venue: Glaziers Hall, 9 Montague Close, London SE1 9DD 
 

Agenda subject to change 

 

8.30 - 9.00 Registration and coffee 

  

9.00 - 9.05 Chair’s opening remarks 

Lord Low of Dalston 

  

9.05 - 9.15 Social prescribing in context: scope, policy and the current national picture 

Dr Michael Dixon, National Clinical Champion for Social Prescribing, NHS England; Co-Chair, Social Prescribing Network, 

and Chair of Council, College of Medicine 

  

9.15 - 9.25 London’s Health Inequalities Strategy and social prescribing 

Amanda Coyle, Assistant Director, Health and Communities, Greater London Authority  

  

9.25 - 9.35 Social prescribing and self-care - progress of the Integrated Personalised Commissioning (IPC) programme 

James Sanderson, Director, Personalised Care, NHS England 

  

9.35 - 10.00 Questions and comments from the floor 

  

10.00 - 10.10 Implications for primary care: resources, workload and developing a standardised referral mechanism 

Dr James Kingsland, President, National Association of Primary Care (UK) 

  

10.10 - 10.20 Developing and demonstrating quality assurance for service providers 

Deborah Collis, Associate Director, System Engagement, NICE 

  

10.20 - 10.35 Questions and comments from the floor 

  

10.35 - 10.40 Chair’s closing remarks 

Lord Low of Dalston 

  

10.40 - 11.05 Coffee 

  

11.05 - 11.10 Chair’s opening remarks 

Rt Hon the Lord Howarth of Newport, Co-Chair, All-Party Parliamentary Group on Arts, Health and Wellbeing 

  

11.10 - 11.20 The use of advice on prescription in addressing the underlying causes of ill-health 

Dr Janet Bliss, Clinical Director, Community Services, Healthy Liverpool Programme and Clinical Lead, 

Long Term Conditions, NHS Liverpool Clinical Commissioning Group 

  

11.20 - 11.30 The role of social prescribing in Sustainability and Transformation Partnerships 

Rob Webster, Lead, West Yorkshire Sustainability and Transformation Partnership Footprint and Chief Executive,  

South West Yorkshire Partnership NHS Foundation Trust  

  

11.30 - 11.45 Questions and comments from the floor 

  

11.45 - 12.50 Social prescribing in practice - costs, quality and evaluating outcomes  

How do the overall costs and outcomes of social interventions compare with traditional approaches? How can complex interventions 

be accurately evaluated - is further research required on the impact of social prescribing, and on value for money? What is the 

potential role for ‘link workers’ in coordinating service users and providers? How can the third sector increase access to social 

interventions and engage with health professionals to transform care within their local communities; how can the increased demand 

on the sector’s services be best managed, and what impact might the provision of such services have upon the long-term sustainability 

of care as a whole? Following the publication of the All-Party Parliamentary Inquiry into Arts, Health and Wellbeing, what is the way 

forward for the involvement of established cultural, sporting and conservation organisations in social prescribing and what steps 

should be taken to facilitate collaboration in this approach? 

Dr Julie George, Public Health Consultant, Surrey County Council  

Professor Chris Drinkwater, Chair, Ways to Wellness 

Janet Wheatley, Chief Executive, Voluntary Action Rotherham 

Dr Charlotte Augst, Director, Richmond Group Partnership 

Martine Verweij, Founding Chief Executive Officer, Kids Run Free 

Questions and comments from the floor 

  

12.50 - 12.55 Keynote’s closing remarks  

Dr Michael Dixon, National Clinical Champion for Social Prescribing, NHS England; Co-Chair, Social Prescribing Network, 

and Chair of Council, College of Medicine 

  

12.55 - 13.00 Chair’s and Westminster Health Forum closing remarks 

Rt Hon the Lord Howarth of Newport, Co-Chair, All-Party Parliamentary Group on Arts, Health and Wellbeing  

Sam Dolton, Senior Producer, Westminster Health Forum 

 

 


