
Westminster Social Policy Forum Keynote Seminar: Policy priorities for housing in England -  

planning, finance and delivery 

Timing: Morning, Friday, 12th May 2017 

Venue: Sixty One Whitehall, London SW1A 2ET 
 

Agenda subject to change 

 

8.30 - 9.00 Registration and coffee 

  

9.00 - 9.15 Chair’s opening remarks: The Housing White Paper: implications for home ownership and affordable rent 

Alex Morton, Director, Field Consulting and former Advisor to the Prime Minister on Housing, Planning and 

Local Government 

  

9.15 - 9.25 The policy landscape and current trends in the sector 

Professor Christine Whitehead, Emeritus Professor of Housing Economics, 

London School of Economics and Political Science 

  

9.25 - 9.40 Questions and comments from the floor 

  

9.40 - 9.50 Assessing the impact of Brexit on the market 

Gráinne Gilmore, Head of UK Residential Research, Knight Frank 

  

9.50 - 10.00 Financing housing projects beyond EU membership 

Ian Fletcher, Director of Policy (Real Estate), British Property Federation  

  

10.00 - 10.10 Key issues for social housing: asset management, community investment and implementing 

Voluntary Right to Buy 

Rebecca Sudworth, Director of Strategy and Communications, Peabody Trust 

  

10.10 - 10.20 Priorities for raising standards and protecting tenants in the private rented sector 

Kate Webb, Head of Policy and Research, Shelter 

  

10.20 - 10.40 Questions and comments from the floor 

  

10.40 - 11.00 Housing in the Capital: affordability and meeting demand 

Jamie Ratcliff, Assistant Director, Programme, Policy and Services, Housing and Land Directorate,  

Greater London Authority  

Questions and comments from the floor 

  

11.00 - 11.05 Chair’s closing remarks 

Alex Morton, Director, Field Consulting and former Advisor to the Prime Minister on Housing, Planning and 

Local Government 

  

11.05 - 11.30 Coffee 

  

11.30 - 11.35 Chair’s opening remarks 

Baroness Grender 

  

11.35 - 11.55 Planning reform and the potential impact on housing  

Richard McCarthy, Executive Director, Central Government, Capita Property and Infrastructure 

Questions and comments from the floor 

  

11.55 - 12.05 The future for neighbourhood planning: regeneration, land use and compulsory purchase orders 

Karen Cooksley, Partner, Winckworth Sherwood 

   

12.05 - 12.15 Challenges for ensuring the supply of new homes  
James Knight, Head of Residential, Arcadis 

  

12.15 - 12.25 The role of architecture in housing regeneration 

Félicie Krikler, Director, Assael Architecture 

  

12.25 - 12.35 ‘Healthy New Towns: building-in health to planning and design’ 
Dr Sara McCafferty, Senior Strategy Programme Manager, NHS England 

  

12.35 - 12.55 Questions and comments from the floor 

  

12.55 - 13.00 Chair’s and Westminster Social Policy Forum closing remarks 

Baroness Grender 

Sam Dolton, Producer, Westminster Social Policy Forum 

 


