
Westminster Higher Education Forum Keynote Seminar: 

The changing shape of the UK student housing market 

Timing: Morning, Tuesday, 20th June 2017    

Venue: Glaziers Hall, 9 Montague Close, London SE1 9DD 

 

 
Agenda subject to change 

 

 

8.30 - 9.00 Registration and coffee 

  
9.00 - 9.20 The state of play and challenges for the student housing sector  

Karen Burke, Head of Accommodation Services, Sheffield Hallam University and 

Chair, Association for Student Residential Accommodation 

  
9.20 - 10.20 A rapidly changing market - competition, investment and the impact of government policy 

Jacqui Daly, Director of Residential Investment Research & Strategy, Savills 

Dick Jenkins, Chief Executive, Bath Building Society 

Graeme Aithie, Director, QMPF 

Maabena Adae-Amoakoh, Head of Commercial, Optivo 

Questions and comments from the floor with Karen Burke, Head of Accommodation Services, 

Sheffield Hallam University and Chair, Association for Student Residential Accommodation 

  
10.20 - 10.25 Chair’s closing remarks 

Karen Burke, Head of Accommodation Services, Sheffield Hallam University and 

Chair, Association for Student Residential Accommodation 

  
10.25 - 10.55 Coffee 

  
10.55 - 11.00 Chair’s opening remarks 

Dr Roberta Blackman-Woods MP 

  
11.00 - 11.55 Balancing quality with affordability - design, regulation and costs 

Carolyn Uphill, Chairman, National Landlords Association  

Martin Blakey, Chief Executive, Unipol 

Andrew Kitchen, Director, LK2 Architects 

James Woolley, Partner, Student Property Team, Knight Frank 

Deirdre Forster, Consultant Solicitor, Anthony Gold Solicitors 

Questions and comments from the floor 

  
11.55 - 12.10 ‘Rethinking the Estate’ 

‘The role of the university estate as an economic driver, and not just as a place to teach, research and 

accommodate. How would other professionals view what we do with our capital?’ 

Kevin Richardson, Local Growth Consultant, HEFCE  

  
12.10 - 12.55 Student towns that work for all - planning policies, pastoral care for students and 

managing concerns in the local community 

Einita Sohal, University Partnerships Manager, Unite Students 

Poppy Humphrey, Off Campus Student Affairs Officer, Manchester Student Homes 

Mike Costello, University Liaison, National Organisation of Residents Associations 

Questions and comments from the floor with Kevin Richardson, Local Growth Consultant, HEFCE 

  
12.55 - 13.00 Chair’s and Westminster Higher Education Forum closing remarks 

Dr Roberta Blackman-Woods MP 

Sean Cudmore, Deputy Editor, Westminster Higher Education Forum 

 

 


